
Lesson guidelines



1. (10 mins) 
Books closed

Ask students what they think cities have in common, (noise, crowds, jobs, riches, poverty, crime, diversity). List these on the board under “Good” and “Bad”. How do they think cities will change in the future, are they just going to get bigger? Which countries do they think has the most interesting cities? Why? How many people in the world live in cities? Put their answers on the board.

2. (5 mins) 
Books open

Open books at Page 16. Read the fact. Was anyone close in their answer? Does this surprise them? Do they think it is normal? What is it like in their country?

3. (10 mins) 
Books open

Ask students to work as a class from Page 16 and say what they think the buildings in the photos are. Why do they think the one in Prague is called Ginger and Fred (these people were dancers and that the building looks like two people dancing). What names would they give the other two? Check they know the meaning of the word “criteria” and then ask them to do exercise C. What did they think? Do they like the designs in the photos? Why/Why not?

4. (15 mins) 
Workbooks open

Give examples of the use of Present Perfect Passive and Future Simple Passive, elicit more examples from the class. Explain why these tenses are used and when. With books open at Page 52, recap on word order and then ask students to complete exercises A and B. Correct as a class by asking students to read out their answers.

5. (10 mins) 
Books open

Look at the photos on Page 17 to give students an idea of the type of building in the reading text. Now, using the Ideas on Page 16 discuss the sentences taken from the text and the questions. What is the general feeling of the class?

6. (10 mins) 
Books open

Introduce the term “Extreme Engineering”. What do they think it means? Ask the class if they can think of any examples, bridges or buildings recently completed which have used innovative ideas. With books open at Page 17 play the first part of the CD as the students read the text. Read Part 1 again and explain any words they are unsure of. Ask students to complete exercise B.

7. (10 mins) 
Books open

Do they same as in 6 (above)with the second section of text and ask students to complete exercise C. 
BREAK 

8. (10 mins) 
Books open

Read both the texts again with the class. Now ask the questions in A on Page 17, before discussing the questions in D. Give momentum to the discussion by throwing in ideas – e.g. overcrowding creates poverty and slums?

9. (10 mins) 
Books open

Giving students 5 mins to prepare ideas from the points in 4 - Talk About It on Page 17. Discuss as a class. What is the consensus of opinion? Would any of the students really want to live in such places? If not how do they get approval to be built? Do you think the people who build them are actually planning to live in them?

10. (10 mins) 
Books closed

Ask students about existing tunnels, e.g. Mont Blanc, the Channel Tunnel etc. Why were they built? Have there been problems with them? What? Can they anticipate any problems? What? (Fires, terrorism, flooding). Should we be building more?

11. (20 mins) 
Books open

First, ask if anyone has heard of a MagLev Train (see picture on Page 18)? Looking at the pictures, what do they think the listening will be about? First complete exercises A and B with the class to make sure they understand the words. Before playing the CD, give them time to read the questions in C. Play the CD at least a couple of times to give them chance to answer the questions. How many of the class think the tunnel would be a good idea? Why/Why not?

12. (5 mins) 
Workbooks open

To consolidate the vocabulary and grammar for this unit, open books at Page 52 and complete the exercises in Use of English. Help and monitor as required.

13. (15 mins) 
Books open

Ask the class if anyone has played the computer game “SimCity”. If yes, have them describe the game and what it does. Now split the class into small groups and using the idea in 7 on Page 18, ask them to create the “Perfect City”. Give them about 8 minutes to put their ideas together and then ask each group to present to the class. Ask the class to question what they have done and why. Which group created the city most students would like to live in? 
BREAK 

14. (10 mins) 
Books closed

Ask the class for names of designers (clothes, pottery etc), architects, artists, any names they know where “design” of some type is involved. What did you get the most of (Fashion Designers at a guess!)? What influence do they think these people have on our lives, is it really important? Does what they do make things better or worse for society?

15. (15 mins) 
Books open

Ask students to look at the photo of the “Bauhaus” on Page 19. What sort of building is it? Has anyone heard of the “Bauhaus” movement? What did it stand for? Why was it important? Ask the class to read the article under Design in English, then read again and explain words like “cosmopolitan”. Do they agree with the statement that the design of chairs, teapots, etc. is as important as painting and sculpture? Or is itmore so, as more people use them? Would they be proud to have a building like this in their own town or city? 

16. (10 mins) 
Books open

Using the Portfolio Writing B on Page 53 put the class into pairs to prepare a short presentation on why they think this is a bad or a good idea. Each pair to present to the class who will act as the government and oppose or applaud their views.

17. (5 mins) 
Books open

Conclude the unit using the question on Page 19 from 10 - Your Answer. Do this as a class and encourage the discussion.

(30 mins) 
Oral Fluency and GESE preparation
For information on how best to structure this time, refer to the GESE preparation guidelines. Note that some students will not be taking a GESE exam and the time should be presented as oral fluency practice relevant to Trinity candidates rather than ‘exam preparation’. The work done in this half-hour can be done at any time, and does not have to be left to the end of the morning or afternoon.
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